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Practor, Rcucrcndifs-Praeful, Exccllctt- 
tifsimi Do&orcs approbarc srudcam, d 
nimn lan rchic pcripcftum cit,nuoc vc( 

maximc piatnu>n,~ ^ocumcivto potcft 

appaTCtc. Adhuiusdicicclcbritatcm^ad bwc fsi- 
morum hominum cocuffum , ad hanc nobilifcimorun* 
ciuium frequcnnam orationcm multoantc compata- 
tam , qui mihi hunc locum rcliquorunt , pcr aliqucm cx 
ingcnuaiiiucmutc in idcumcura fuborflaium iccitarc 
cenfu'ucrunt. ltafcilicct ampIifsimhCollcgij pubhca, 
itafingulorum pictascxigebat, vtfciennarummiraculo 
p^rtcntofac Virginipcradolcfccntcm, qui ad fcient:as 
anhclarctapudcximios fcicntiarum ommum profcllo- 
reshonos haberetur. Hunclcgopcraliquotannos mo- 
xcm intcrm;(Tum,cum primum mhanc vrbcm crudicn- 
dac adolcfccnti*ccaufa 4 fum accitus reftaurarc conrti- 
tucram. Scdiamdceoqui rccitaturus cffct cog.tamcra 
ncfcio cjuid fufpicionis non vanac £ propofHocimouit. 
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Mon dcfuitatftcm^quifua humanitate measpatfes er- 
plcrc conatus, cjuafi lbcordiam lncrcpitans roc molcftia 
l;b;rarc,aciftam mihi prouinciam pracripcrc tcntarit: 
quod non piiusanimaducrti^cjuam tcmporif anguftiac 
omncm mcofungcndi officio facultatcm dcncgarcnr. 
Comittcndum tamcn non puraui, vc (quamuis mcum 
obirc munus in hunc annum dcfpcrarcm ) vel pictatt 
trga D.Catharinam cuicjuam^cdcrcrn , vcl vcftrac au* 
ics,quAS mihi poffcm dcmer^riahcna oratioqc imbne- 
rentu£ Itaquc mcam ipfc nouo excmplo difcipulorura 
vicarius vnius dtci > & mtcr doccndi negotiwm mcdita- 
tamad vos aftcro. quam rcm non tam ingcnij laudem, 
cuam c xcufationcm, & vcniam a vobii mihi impctra- 
turamfpero: nccjuc cnimaccrrimum cxcultifsimoruro 
hpminum iu4icium nonpcrhorrcfco, qu:n potius pro- 
Ximam tcmemati audacum non gv*uoi agnofccrc. ncc 
abftinco:oamdcri <3**/t*«M£ fupr* foumabam forti- 
cudiw^ virtutc^urum auda#cr agerc tkcct . Extre- 
mum cffc fcio abfTolutifsiraac arcisjac long.-fsimac excr- 
cifationis fru£Ui& a paucis focUciccr affc&icum polfc dt 
propo{uoargumcnto,c]uamuiscxtcmpoic diccrc, ncc 
xnihitantumtnbuOjVtciuani rari mctam comigcrunc, 
adcam mecumlaude pcrvcntuiumcfTcconfidatn. Scd 
animosillua hcitjcxcitaujucdcfidcntcm, quod Virgi- 
iicac vircutisclarus pcr fc (atjs fulgor cloquen tiac lumina 
minusdcfidcrarcvidcturycum vcr<cnd*m fit magis nt 
nimiHSiIicnoftrampccftmgat acicm, cjuam nc oratio 
fordcfcat Quid cnim obfcui um cflc potcft, cjuod tantia 
lp'cndoribus illuftrctur ? Nullum D. Catharinac gcftu» 
nulla vitac, mortifuc pars miraculo vacat. Scdfi adolc- 
ikxmulac it Lhnftiaaaprofcii;gnc conftaotiam^virgu^ 



culaeaducrfustyraonim audaciam, mulicrii aJacrfus 
blandicias , & fupplicia forcitudincm contcraplemur, 
quid potc ft, pcr Dcum immortaIcm,cxcogitar; praecla* 
nui ? Hoc ego ipc&aculo vt vos oblc&cm criplcx ihe- 
mifsimae Heroinae cettatncn in hac arcna editum veftri* 
oculitfubijciam. Primumilii contra domcfticos hoftcg 
fttitfuftinend«m,&eo quidcm acrius,quocrcbrius Sty_ 
gio vcneno imbtiris telis impetcbatur. Quam multas vL 
dimusarccsloco, ic opere munitifsimas modicis oppu. 
gnatoris opibus pcrcinacia tantu vichs , arquc cxpugoa*. 
us vi&orum Jibidini patuiilc ? quac res ipfa Jidmirabili» 
ort Cacharinae facit triuphum. Parencum exempla , re- 
giac domus affluentia,& luxus,cximia formae pulchricts 
do machiaaead muliebrcm prafcrtim animum euerrca- 
dum violencifsimacillaarc&opiccacis cramice nc craa-. 
lucrfumquidcm vngucm flc&cre valucrunt. Haeconv» 
fiiaquanrafinc vc incclligamr planius, fingula mecum 
expendicc. Primo quidcm cun&orum cuincitur Philofo- 
rum fuffragijs^immo quotidianisexpcrimcntis compro- 
batur,itanaturaelege conftitutumc(fc,vca pacentibut 
fihj non modo corporum habitus accipiant,fcdeoruna 
quoquc morcs , animique facpc motus imitcntur: quan» 
uis cnim animus nulla cx matciia concrcctu s, curruptio- 
ni minime obnoxius ex ipfius Dci vcluti ot ficina in cor- 
pora dcmittatur, affincs camcn corpori qualtatcs cu con- 
trahcrc pcifpicmumcft. Idqucncmomirabirurqui mo- 
do animaducrtcric natalc quoquc folum, quamquam 
aullasin hominis gcncracionc pirccs habcrc vidcatur, . 
mulcumad morcs inigcniumqucconfcrrc. Hinc fic vt 
aliacalijs rcgionci do&orum hominum finc fcraciorcs, | 
hicadlibcralcsartc$ # ahbi ad arnu proaiorcs homincs 

nafcan- 



HtfdBrnr Traqve cifm extcrnahacc tantam m animot 
*im habcrc pcifpiciamus, parentibuscandcm in hbcros 
JcncgabimusPQuid cft,quod turp.us pcccarccxisfcima- 
mus probis parentibusottos, flagitia vero parcntum tmi* 
tantibus fuccenfemus minus,mii quoi lllos naturam du- 
ccmaucrfari; h^s autcm fccjui arbitramur. /\gitc vcro 
Aud. quos habuic maiorcsCatharina quorum pictatcm 
fc&arctur * Rcgcs fcilicct Acgypti, quibus Ionga cogua- 
cionc crat anncxa j & ipfos turpitcr Oacmombus lcruicn- 
tcs,&: fcruicntibus flagitiofius lmpcrantcs, quorum prac* 
tcr im p ctatis, & fupcrbiac nulla illi cxcmpla iuppctebac. 
lam veroqutd minus pietati, ac pudicitiac commodum, 
quam immodicac opcs quae ad Juxu , atq*, hbidincm plc- 
rumq; folcnt incitarc; quantac vto Cathannac fucrint 
ca rcs argumcnto c(Tc potcft . quoi cu virgincs alioquin, 
quamuis priuatum faftigium cxccdcntcs,colum acumq, 
tra&arc doceantur ,Catharinac Philofophi ,Rbctorclq a 
parcmibusfunccondu&i ,a quibus ijs quoq$ dilciphnis 
crudirctur , quac magms canrummodo viris conu^ni- 
rcnt . Ad hacc canrus Catharmam oris corporisque 
<3ecor honcftabat,vt immanis quoq, tyranni fcnwtcm 
potucnt mitigare,quantus nunquam fuit corum,qui 
lcmctipfos adamaflc perh bentur. Hac chabuitcxmpl* 
Cathanna,hacc flagitiorum magis,quam v;ttutum irn- 
tamcnta . Qujbus omnibus no ad inlolentiam mubebri- 
tcr cft abula^lcd anim» virturcm ijs rcfiftcndodurauir, in 
maiora , quac diuino monitu fibi fupeieflc ccrtamin* 
cognouerar, vndc vi&riccm palmam ad cjlcftcm ciuira* 
tcm cflct pcrlatura Ex hoc Jgirur domcftxo triumpho ad 
nouum ccrtamcn m rcmp^um longo famularumcomi- 
t«tu tanquam acic inltru&a proccllit, Oculos qtuclo 

Audi- 



Auditores i mc ipfo animumq; ad Catharinarr^coniifr- 

ritt. Cpnfpicitc rcgiam Virgincm practcr venuftdtcm 
Ctiamcrisdignitatc commcntitios hcioaspracceilcntcm, 
confpicitc, inquam , cum pcdiflcquaiumagminc velut 
adinfigncaliquod facinus wgrcd.cntcm . Rogatequo 
pcrgat libcriusquam vtcamdcccatactafem. Ccrtcrpar 
gnialiquid praclcfcirc vidctur. Ataciam in mentcm ve* 
nitquo prcccdat ■: cdixit hnpcracor, vt cundh ad (bJcmnf 
louis, Mcfcunj ,aIjoiumq; Dcorum (acrumo6uc*nrcnc { 
thus ancillac fcrunc, mox opimam dud Victimamccr- 
netis. Jti6 vcro Aud. indignata,quod vidcttammuN 
tosinturpillimumdacmonum fcnnr nm rucrc iacrmis 
ipiavltro vcnic Isupcratorcm omn'bus fatanae artibus 
inftru&um 3 qui cantum iubct flagit.iim inuafura . Iner- 
mis inquam corporc , quod facuinac carnificum obijccrc 
non formidat : anuno aurcm contra omncs impuMus 
tam vahde mumta , vc nc flc<2 ; quidcin , nc dum frangi 
poflc videatur. Iraq, ignita fulmina Rhitoricis macjii- 
wiscxcufla in Maxcntium torqucr,quorum vim cum ncft 
rcpcllcrc , ncc fuftmcrc fepoflc vidcrcc Philofophos Rhc- 
torcfq; qu©sCatharinacopponcrcciufIitacciri,qui bar- 
baro taltu,vanaq, fapientiac opinicnc tumeiucsdeJu- 
di fc ab Impcratorc putabanc , quod cum muJiacula 
ipfi tauti nominis Viri difputarc cogcrcntur . Scd io 
ccrtamcn ingrefli tandcm noncuminfano Babylonio, 
vcJ dicaci Gracculo cflc fibi ncgotium cognoucrc; maius 
iliis Mcrcurio numci* Cathannacadcflc vidcbatur,cum 
ne illum quidcm ipfum, quem cloqucntiac parcntcm 
vcnditabant pucllac modo noa infanti parcm futurum 
cffcaib trarcntu*. ItaqsquipauloameCatharinamfpe* 
Skbaat ipfam cupidius incipiunt aulculurc. Ncc tara 



pracclaram rci bcnc gcrenda* oppommitatcm virga 
practcrmifit: pracdac intcnta,quam thcfauns caclclli* 
■busaggcrcrct mftat, vrgct,doncc ftupemcs & v;£tosad 
fuastrahitpartes. Agc, Maxcnti,cjuos tu aduccarosap- 
pellaftiin aducrfariorum fcntcntiam tranficrc . Num 
caufa ccdis? num tc vi&um confitcr s ? ftuporc fimul, 
mc furorc amcns obmuruit,ac Phiiofophos quidem cjuod 
caufam prodidilTcpurabat,&: Chr.ftumcum C athanna 
profitcbanturinflammasconicaosgcminacillius vifto- 
riae nuncios ad caelitcs pracmifit. Virgincm veroqui 
i)Ianditijs,cjua minis aggrcflus , poftquam ncutra ic ra- 
cioncvidct proficcrc,(acuiflimccacfa» vcrbcr.bus in car 
cctm dctrudit, vbi ncgato cibo icnta mortc conficcrctur. 
Quidhacdici CONS TANTI A maius,cjuid hacforti- 
tediacauguftiuspracdicari potcft ? Virgo,cuiusopibus 
omncs conciucs muidcbant , cuius matnmonium nobi- 
liflimi quiq; aflfe&dbmt , donreftxis comodisbcata im« 
ipaniflimis fcns crudchorcs carmtkcs fuis pocnis vltro 
<Jelaflat,fuofanguinc fatiat. Hinc, v^ri ,hinc fortitudi- 
ncm difcite, hinc excmpla CONSTANTl.AE pctitc. 
Dcfinat Sapicnsmulieremforrcminucftigarc, uifi hu- 
nunaconditioncaug«ftiotemv.rgincauguftionquatn 
«nulicris nomine compellandam arbitrr. rur . Et lane d«- 
Uinarcs cft multorum dtcuit» tnediam rolcrare , carccte 
procie!ovti,Angc!icisco!loquijs ftui .mobfcunllimis 
fpccubus-caclcfti himin;pcrtun Jf, Duodecimod cpoft 
qnam illuc #tt «etrtifa protffri a WaWhtio itibetur tfr- 
i Iniscltfau&yve vibiccs ccmcns vctbcrumiaUem rccop- 
dations>cfier*Wm animffm bble&arft . JtttieWadft m«N 
foquam tuet aeaWt* vcger.or, dek rts fl lg Wr«nVveft.gi)s 
«ewrpotc vcluti ad noua luppUiaitftauiato. £rubuic 
-■>! • tyt- 



tyrarnus,&qui fuumamcacrimcn impridcntiaVfiortffi 
fic practcxrr: potucrar,apato cocpic Dcum bcllo prou<*- 
carc. Nam poitcjuam nihilds Cathawnac CONS T AIs^ 
TIA aducrfos illcccbrasimmimuum vidcc, oouam ad 
cam oppugnandam machmam confingit. Qiiatuorcam 
piratrotasacutiflimtscultric pracfixa$/crr.iHtP»Connc*^ 
vthorrcndumia volucndo ecjcrcnt fragorcm ,quo nifi 
virgotcrrcrctur.cultrsimpofiudifccrpcrctur. Scd vana 
ifta tcrricula Catharinac folidc fortcm animum mhilo 
plus moucrc valucrunt,quamfilcnisaurafirniillimam 
rupcm impulifTcc . Jmpolita cft ig«tur rotis , quae ad 
lacdcndum infit miorcs , quam Catharina ad paticndum 
ipfam ruptis vinculis incolumcm excufTerc , atquc in toi*- 
torum Dcrnicicm tota molc coiructyinc. Quii cundta- 
fis M*xen. > /xqaidcm obftinatum c(l ammo facuirc, 
aliosacccr{ctor^orcs 9 atus commin?fcxrc machinas,vcl 
quod promptiitfcft fccuri p:rcutc, idBtotum fanguu 
ncm , fi qucm^riorcs p'agac rchqnc^nt , vnus ttus 
profundct* ihiu» cObjQTANXlAM^ihil cft,quod tc 
conuullturum fpercs. Sapicmcs aduoca^plandiment s iU 
lc&a, minas intcnta , indigniflima cdc «cmpla , tantam 
vututcm infnngcrc nunquam pqtcris.T-Iuc cft , Audi- 
Corcs , prouctta prodigiofa Catharinac fortitudo. Non 
pat:rniscxcmphs,aut domefticis ad flagitia irntamcn- 
tis,quac vcl conftantiflimum animum praccrpitcm c- 
gflenc a pictatis cft curfu rcuocata. Non ipfius Ma- 
zcntij vcncnatac illcccbrac , auc horrib.lcs minac ll- 
lius fidcm corrupciunt . No» philotophorum con- 
quificis ipfam argumcntis adoricntium authorisatc nu- 
tauic ; lcd fcruorc diuino mflammata , quos tyrannus 
facuacas ad cam oppugnandam mifqrat cxpugnauit. 
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Qgtd p!ura?p!agtc, vincula/rcrracjniltri ^roticfirmif- 

Iimun) antmum nccjuacjuam tcrrucninc. Tnpliccm cc 

triplici ccrtammc palmam tcportatnt , tnphcem adcae* 

Inm triumphum duxit, vbi nunc glonofinndgnibusor- 

tuu conqmcfcK CONSTANTiAfc fuac prcuo actcr* 
^uinuuituxtv 
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